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Bluegrass Branch 
FY2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

Web Site 
Address:  http://ascebluegrassbranch.com/ymgroup.html 

            
            

YM Group Name: Michelle Meehan 
President / Employer: Stantec Consulting Services, Inc 

Chair: Title: Co-Chair 
 Address: 1409 N. Forbes Road 
  Lexington, KY  40511 
 Phone: 859-422-3108 
 Fax: 859-422-3100 
 E-mail: michelle.meehan@stantec.com 

YM Group Name: Shannon Shao 
President / Employer: Stantec Consulting Services, Inc 

Chair: Title: Co-Chair 
 Address: 1409 N. Forbes Road 
  Lexington, KY  40511 
 Phone: 859-422-3103 
 Fax: 859-422-3100 
 E-mail: Shannon.shao@stantec.com 

 
 
ANNUAL REPORT INSTRUCTIONS :     
 
This report should summarize your YM Group’s activities from October 2008 to September 2009 and list 
your volunteers for 2009-2010.   
 
Please post your completed Report to the appropriate Region folder in eRoom at 
https://eroom.asce.org/eRoom/GSD/CYM/0_11932, which is under the YM Resources/YMG Annual 
Reports/FY2009 YMG Annual Reports directories, by November 24, 2009.  Reports should be posted in 
MS Word format or PDF Format and kept to a maximum of 10 pages.   
 
A two-page Summary  of your Annual Report (Word or PDF) should also be posted for use during the 
2010 Younger Member Councils.  Please indicate this file by using “summary” in the filename. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Nancy Berson at (800) 548-2723, x6010 or contact your respective 
CYM Member noted below: 

 
Eastern Geographic Member (Regions 1, 2, 4, 5) – Weston Ruthven (wruthven@gmail.com) 

Central Geographic Member (Regions 3, 6, 7) – Marie Maly (marie.asce@gmail.com) 
Western Geographic Member (Regions 8, 9) – Doug Knapp (Douglas.D.Knapp@usace.army.mil) 
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2009-2010 OFFICERS:   
 

 Michelle Meehan Co-Chair 2 years 
 Shannon Shao Co-Chair 1 year 
 Grace Northcutt Treasurer 1 year 

 
The term is one year.  Officers begin their term in September.  However, the officer may serve 
consecutive terms.    
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Total YMG Membership 126 
Number of Active Members 25 

 
GENERAL MEETING STRUCTURE:   
The Bluegrass Branch YM Group tends to focus on community service and social events. 
 
MOST SUCCESSFUL MEETING: 
Our most successful meeting was our participation in the Reforest the Bluegrass event in Lexington, 
Kentucky on April 11, 2009.  The Younger Member Group volunteered to help plant trees to reforest an 
area along a stream in Shilito Park.  After a brief training session, our group of 10 volunteers set forth to 
plant an area with approximately 150 trees.  
 
 
GROUP ACTIVITIES: 
Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Event – November 2008 
The Younger Member Group volunteered to help with a Habitat for Humanity house.  Our group of 15 
spent a Saturday helping with painting, winterizing the home, installing door locks, and yard work.  We 
were also able to meet the future homeowner and her children.  Everyone worked hard and had a great 
time. 
 
Angel Tree – December 2008 
The YM group volunteered at the Angel Tree facility to help sort toys, food, and assist with clean-up.  This 
was a joint meeting with the rest of the Bluegrass Branch.   
 
Jarrett’s Joy Cart – December 2008 
In the sprit of the holidays, the YM group worked with the rest of the Bluegrass Branch members to collect 
unopened toys to donate Jarrett’s Joy Cart, a charity which provides toys to children in the University of 
Kentucky Children’s Hospital.  
 
Reforest the Bluegrass – April 11, 2009  (see description under most successful meeting).   
 
Volleyball – April 2009 
The Younger Member Group put together a team to play in the University of Kentucky ASCE Student 
Chapter Volleyball Tournament.  The tournament was held to raise money for the student chapter to 
sponsor a habitat for humanity house.  Five younger members made up the team and ended up winning 
the tournament!  In total, the student chapter was able to raise almost $200.   
 
Lexington Legends Baseball Game – April 2009 
The Younger Member Group joined with the University of Kentucky Student Chapter for a night out at the 
Lexington Legends baseball game.  About 5 younger members and 30 students showed up for the event.   
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Younger Member Dog Walk – June 2009 
A group of 6 younger members (and their dogs!) met at the University of Kentucky Arboretum on a sunny 
Saturday afternoon.   
 
“Girl’s Day Out” (KY Girls STEM Collaborative) June 2009 
Three of the younger members set up a table with activities for young girls in middle and high school.  
The purpose of this event was to interact with the students and talk to them about engineering.  The girls 
built bridges out of paper and made water filters and we talked with them and handed out information. 
 
Kentucky River Clean Sweep – July 2009 
The Younger Member Group organized a group to participate in the Kentucky River Clean Sweep.  Four 
younger members volunteered to go out in boats and canoes to pick up trash along the banks of the 
Kentucky River.  Some heavy rain in the morning kept many people from showing up, but it turned out to 
be a beautiful day.   
 
Camping Trip to Cumberland Falls– October 2009 
The Younger Member Group organized a camping trip to Cumberland Falls State Resort Park.  Six 
people came out for camping, hiking, and a potluck dinner.   
 
 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR NEXT YEAR: 
Since last year we have implemented a facebook page for the younger member group.  Next year we will 
be working on using this as a tool to keep the younger members better informed about upcoming events 
and hopefully grow our membership. 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
We work with the secretary for the Bluegrass Branch to send out announcements of upcoming events for 
the Younger Member Group to the entire Bluegrass Branch Chapter.  In addition, we now have a 
facebook page where we update information on a bi-weekly to weekly basis.  We send out 
announcements via facebook to the members of the group for each scheduled event.  We also have a 
page on the Bluegrass chapter’s website dedicated to the Younger Member group. 
 
 
FUNDING INFORMATION: 
Typically the Bluegrass Branch has provided funding for at least one of our activities per year.  Most of 
our events do not require funding. 
 
 
NEW MEMBER RECRUITMENT: 
We have recruited approximately 10 younger members in the past year.  Often this is through the website 
for the Bluegrass Branch, the facebook group, or word of mouth.   
 
 
SECTION/BRANCH INTERACTION: 
The younger member chairs attend the officers meetings and branch meetings.  In addition, the branch 
allows us to use their email list to send out announcements of the upcoming Younger Member events.  
Since we often have a small turnout, we extend our invitations to all Bluegrass Branch members.  We 
also work with the Branch to help coordinate some of their volunteer efforts.   
 
This year, two of our younger members worked with the Kentucky Section to help plan the annual 
meeting.  This provided a good opportunity to work closely with the Kentucky Section officers. 
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STUDENT INTERACTION: 
We try to have one of the YM chairs attend their meetings when possible.  We are in e-mail contact with 
the president of the student chapter often to let them know of upcoming events for the Younger Member 
Group and the Branch and also to find out what they are planning to see if we can assist.  We are 
members of the UK Student Chapter’s facebook page and they are members of our page, so we also 
receive announcements of their meetings and events through facebook.  Our joint event with the student 
chapter this year (Lexington Legend’s Baseball outing) was very well attended. 
 
 
MULTI-REGION AND NATIONAL YOUNGER MEMBER MEETINGS: 
Michelle Meehan attended the Eastern Regional Younger Members Council in February of 2009.   
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: 
Ski Trip - We are in the process of organizing a ski trip with the Louisville Branch, the University of 
Kentucky, and the University of Louisville.  This will likely take place in January of next year.   
 
E-day – February 2010 – the Younger Members and the Bluegrass Branch are planning to have a booth 
set up at the University of Kentucky’s annual E-day event with fun engineering-related activities. 
 
Ohio Valley Regional Conference – The Younger members plan to assist the student chapter as they host 
the OVRC this year in Lexington. 
 
Volunteer effort at the University of Kentucky Arboretum – March 2010 
 
Dog Walk – May/June 2010 
 
Reforest the Bluegrass 2010  
 
Kentucky River Sweep 2010 
 
Hiking/Picnic – September 2010 
 
COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS: 
The newsletters have been helpful for us to see what other groups are doing and have given us many 
ideas.   
 
 


